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A.F. Nordenskold (a Swede of Finnish descent) led the first expedition to successfully 
navigate the Northeast Passage from Norway to Alaska in 1878-1879 in the steamship 
Vega. This medal commemorates 50th anniversary (1930) of the return of the Vega to 
Sweden in 1880. Bronze, 56mm. 


ROALD AMUNDSEN, first to 
the South Pole. A Norwegian 


GRONLAND (Greenland), Ship of the first Ger- medal (?), bronze, size unknown. 
man Polar Expedition, 1868. Explored previously 
unexplored parts of Spitzbergen. Issued by the 
Deutsche Schiffahrtsmuseum (German Navigation 
Museum), 1976. 38mm silver. 


Polar bear Express runs from Cochrane 
to Moosonee on the Moose River, 12 
miles from James Bay, which extends 
south from Hudson Bay. Ontario 
Northland continues south from 
Cochrane to North Bay, Ontario. 
Bronze color, appears cast, size un- 
known, but much smaller than actual. 


A couple of Mardi Gras “doubloons” with a polar 
bear. 


NURNBERG (Nuremberg): Tiergarten Eisbaren. 
The Nurnberg Zoo featuring the polar bear exhibit. 
Notgeld circa 1918 to 1922, 20 Pfennig, aluminum, 
24mm. 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS PRICES REALIZED 


As you may have guessed, this was clean out the files 
month. Sadly, there was nothing important to put on 
the front page, so I used it for items that normally would 
be space fillers that seemed to be related, somewhat. 


Our thanks to Dave Phillips for his continuing saga of 
the Great Alaskan Wooden Token Expedition. I think I 
will be able to conclude it in the next issue. 


Jim Robb sent it some items. While we appreciate this, 
what we really appreciated was the hand drawn enve- 
lope, that the PO kindly did not destroy! It has been 
carefully set aside until we can have it framed. 


The first new discovery after the publication of the 3rd 
edition of “Alaska & Yukon Tokens” appears on page 
16. 


With the new catalogue, it is interesting to see how 
some tokens are doing. A Katalla piece brought $503, 
about $100 above the new catalogue price. Nome Nov- 
elty, which catalogues at $150, brought $461. Some- 
one got carried way on this one! Northeast Cape brought 
a strong $90.91 indicating the scarcity of modern mili- 
tary tokens. I believe these have been under appreci- 
ated in the past. 


Finally, your editor’s latest literary masterpiece can be 
found on page 18. Sadly, no awards are forthcoming. 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins @ mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
lpage-$15 I/2page-$8 1/4 page-$5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Chisana, Anderton, set of 4, B-1 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a 
Cooper Landing, Round Trip, B-Tla 
Juneau, Occidental, 12'2¢, B-56c 
Juneau, Channel Bus, 10¢, B-T2a 
Katalla, J&J, 12!2¢, B-3c 
Ketchikan, Hop Wo, 10¢, B-17a 
Ketchikan, Lotus Pool, 5¢, B-31b 
Ketchikan, Lotus, 12!2¢, B-31f 
Ketchikan, Scandia, 5¢, B-55a 
Kotzebue, NCO, $1, B-2e 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, set of 6, B-1 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 

Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 

Nenana, Ghezzi, 25¢, B-3a 
Nenana, Ghezzi, 25¢, B-3all 
Nenana, Smoke House, 25¢, B-7b 
Nome, BofT, 12!¢, B-81 


Nome, Nome Novelty, D&D, 25¢, B-38all 


Northeast Cape, 712" NCO, $1, B-le 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d 

Palmer, ARRC, complete set, B-1 
Palmer, ARRC, complete set, B-1 


81.00 

28.99 
OB12.75NB 
75.000B 
79.55 
503.00 
BIN195.00DNS 
177.50 
28.00 

11.49 
25.000B 
55.000B 
59.12 

88.99 
9.990B 
20.000B 
26.00 
177.50 
461.00 
90.91 

91.00 
OB1,700.00NB 


RLOB1,400.00NB 


Palmer, ARRC, complet set, B-1 NGC BIN2,485.00DNS 


Seward, Northern, 12!2¢, B-8bI 
Seward, Northern, 12!2¢, B-8bI 
Seward, Northern, 12!2¢, B-8bII 


51.00 
46.00 
34.11 


Seward, Northern, 12%2¢, B-8bIII?, NGC-63 OB450.00NB 


Skagway, Mascot Saloon, 12/2¢, B-17c 51.00 
Skagway, M&E, $10, B-16g OB24.99NB 
Sparrevohn, 719th ACW, 10¢, B-1d 27.55 
Valdez, Blackwell/Rowdy, B-2a 290.85 
Valdez, The Fairbanks, 12/2¢, B-6bI 202.50 
Valdez, Seattle Hotel, 12/2¢, B-20a 275.000B 
Yukokakat, Lewis, 12'2¢, B-la 227.50 
Whitehorse, TD&P, 25¢ to $1, B-7 a-c 30.94 
Whitehorse, TD&P, $10, B-7e 69.61 
Whitehorse, TD&P, $20, B-7f 74.44 
AYPE, “4 DWT BIN210.00DNS 
AYPE, “4 DWT BIN225.00DNS 
AYPE, “4 DWT OB225.00NB 
AYPE, “4 DWT OB200.00NB 
AYPE, “4 DWT OB200.00NB 
AYPE, 2 DWT BIN199.00DNS 
AYPE, 2 DWT, NGC-65 BIN1,150.00 
AK Gold, Parka Head, 4 BIN3,750.00DNSRL 
AYPE, Encased cent, potty shape 56.60 
AYPE, Encased cent, potty shape 48.77 
AYPE, Encased cent, potty shape 111.50 
AYPE, Encased cent, round 70.00 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 


DNS = Did Not Sell 


FTR = see For the Record 


The 3rd, 10 year bound volume should be available 
next month - $195 postpaid. See December’s Christ- 


mas shopper. 
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FAKE GOLD BARS 


The first is “from” Nome. Listed as “HGE Gold Bul- 
lion Bar, 2.9 grams HGE. Contains over 8 mils of 24k 
layering. HGE.” 


So how many of you know what HGE is? Heavy Gold 
Electroplate. We see it on jewelry, and now on a fake 
bar. 


Very deceptive. No size or total weight was given. The 
date and “fineness” are obvious attempts to deceive. 
Fortunately, it did not sell for much. Perhaps the seller 
on eBay didn’t fool anyone, but I would not want to 
have to be the person to tell someone they’d been had! 


The next is interesting, but not really deceiving. The 
only thing that was deceiving, if my memory is cor- 
rect, is that it was sold as a replica. Well, there has to 
be an original before you can replicate it. Really, just 
the work for someone’s fertile (or is that futile) imagi- 
nation. 


I don’t believe there was a Chilkoot Mine. There was a 
Dawson City Assay Office, but this states just Dawson. 


Again if memory serves me, this was made from acrylic, 
or some other plastic material. Sold as a “replica,” 
with no intent to pass it off as gold. 


ALASKA COASTAL’S CONVAIR 


> MAF 


Tom Dalrymple recently acquired the medal commemo- 
rating the first airmail flight to Sitka on December 14, 
1966. Being a little be more than obsessive, he wanted 
to know more about the airplane depicted. He got more 
than he bargained for. 


From http://www. aussieairliners.org/convairr/vh-tap/ 
vhtap.html, we learn the following. 


Convair CV-240-5, c/n D42 was constructed in San 
Diego for Trans Australia Airlines, registered as VH- 
TAP on March 24, 1948, and entered service January 
26, 1949. It final revenue flight was May 21, 1956. 


It was then sold several times: 

Pakistan International Airlines on June 19, 1956. 
Fokker NV as a trade in October 17, 1959. 

Remmert Warner June 30, 1960. 

Falstaff Brewing Co. 1964 

Alaska Coastal Ellis Airlines 1966. 

Transferred to Alaska Airlines Inc. April 1, 1968. 
Pacific Nevada Airlines January 1973. 

Repossessed by Alaska Airlines May 1973. 
Returned to Pacific Nevada Airlines December 1973. 
Transferred to Pacific Coastal Airlines 1973. 
Repossessed by Croker National Bank, Jan. 1, 1976. 
Scrapped at Long Beach, CA June 1979. 


While this plane spent its first 8 years in Australia, it 
bounced around the world for another 23. 


INTERESTING AYPE MED 
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We have not seen this before. It commemorates the 
visit of the Japanese ships Soya and Aso Seattle and 
the Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition in June 1909. 
Bronze, 36mm. 
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The Great Alaskan Wooden Token Expedition, Part 5 


On the Glenn Highway, our first stop was in Sutton at 
the Alpine Inn, where a new version of the “Good for 
one Beer” wood was acquired. The printing is black. 


The next location was Chickaloon, where inquiries 
found no tokens in this small village (however, as noted 
earlier, there is a wood that was described in the Wasilla 
comments, that will be attributed to Chickaloon - “Re- 
Elect No One.” 


Our next stop for coffee and pie was on the high alpine 
terrain at the Eureka Lodge, where an inquiry got me a 
wood from this establishment. The printing is black. 


We stopped briefly in Glennallen where an inquiry 
found that there were no liquor outlets in this town at 
all. No tokens from other sources were known either. 


We pushed on, turned right onto the Richardson High- 
way, and drove straight through to the very scenic town 
of Valdez, where we stopped for the night. The next 
day was Sunday and the Visitor Information Center and 
City Hall were closed, so I was unable to make any 
inquiries at these two places. I will pursue this by phone 
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at a later date for leads. 


At one business I was given a wood that was found by 
chance in a drawer - good for a cup of coffee, compli- 
ments of the Valdez Museum. Hopefully I will find out 
more about this wood when I make my phone calls. 
No other woods were found here as bars and lodges all 
are now using plastic tokens. 


Off again, back towards Glennallen. We stopped briefly 
at the Tonsina Lodge to check on anything new and 
found no tokens in use at present, but maybe some old- 
ies stored away. I will check with the owner and let 
your know. 


No tokens were available at Copper Center nor Tazlina. 


We drove non-stope through Glennallen and on to 
Gakona. A wood there at the Trapper’s Den, located in 
the historic Gakona Roadhouse, is basically the same 
as a previous issue. 


We made a brief stop at the Slana General Store, and 
made an inquiry with the same contact from a previous 
visit four years ago, which revealed no new tokens in 
or around Slana. 


Our next stop was at the Mentasta Lodge where tokens 
at it’s bar are homemade, either in caribou horn or dia- 
mond willow. There were no diamond willow woods 
left in the Bar Chips jar. 


On to Tok where we stopped again for the night. The 
next morning we checked with Young’s Chevron gas 
station and repair shop, where it was rumoured some 
woods might be hidden away in a box in a cupboard. 
Young’s is a long time name in Tok with several busi- 
nesses having been in the family. Alas, a good look 
through the cupboards failed to turn up any tokens! 


Next issue, we will continue down the Alaska High- 
way back into Yukon. 


JIM ROBB’S YUKON PAPER POTPOURRI 


% DAWSON x 


DOLLARS — 


WILL DEMAND THE BEARER TO VISIT 
DAWSON CITY and the YUKON 


overnor 
FIMAY S229 OL 829 Ge SEAN SONY GAS AS SED EE 


DAWSON: Bank of the Klondike River, 100 Dawson Dollars. Dark green on light green paper, 165x88mm. 


@ 
aa = - 
High Country Inn 8 
LUNCH PUNCH CARD 8 
Buy 9 reg price lunch menu items the 10th is on us 
No Cash Value 7 
ds 1 9 3 4 5 6 
a i Ry 
ween 
COLD RUSH INN . 
GOLD PAN SALOON 8 
LUNCH PUNCH CARD 
Buy 9 regular price lunch menu items, 7 
the 10" is on us 
| 1 | 2 3 4 § 6 


ORE coffee + tea 


baked = punch card 


até bakery 
small 
large 
espresso, drip or tea C 
latte, mocha, cappuccino or hot chocolate 


——S 

Buy ONE GET ONE FREE! 

Buy ONE REGULARLY PRICED YUKON BREWING DRart Or 

Preun Front BAR Hiatt AND Get ONE FREE Wir THis COUPON 

earnekns © tee Devernge es eee ; The Capital Pub & Brewhouse - 103 Main Street - Whitehorse Yukon - 867-667-2565 


WHITEHORSE: Various punch cards and trade cards. All business card size. Java Connection, black on green- 
ish blue; High Country Inn, black on white with red and green; Yam-Woon-Sen Bistro, black on red; Gold Pan 
Saloon, black on tan; Baked, white on brown; Capital Pub, black on white. Shown at slightly reduced size. 


14 


CHALLENGE COINS 


CLEAR A.ES.: 13th & 213th Space Warning Sq., 
Frontier Sentinels, Guardians of the Last Frontier, Be- 
ware the Bear, USAF, ANG, CF (Canadian Forces). 
Red, white, blue, cream, gray, black, yellow and green 
on brass. Actual size, 51mm. 


ANCHORAGE: U.S. Coast Guard, Sector Anchorage. 
Light, medium and dark blue, red, white, yellow and 
black enamel on brass. 


KULIS ANGB: 176" Logistics Readiness Squadron. 
Black, yellow, green and white on bronze. 40mm. 


ALASKA: Alaska Highway Safety Office. Multiple 
“shields” on the reverse, multicolored (submitted by 
Kurtis Hawk). 
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ANCHORAGE: Anchorage Police Dept. challenge 
coins, from top: Major Crime Scene Team; Uniformed 
Field Services; Traffic Enforcement/Drug Recognition; 
Citizens Academy Alumni Association. All enameled 
(submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Most Challenge Coins are about 38 to 
40mm. Some are larger, some smaller. All are shown at about 
38mm, but this may not be actual size. Actual size is noted 
where known. If the enamel is shown “on gold” or “on sil- 
ver’, this should be assumed to be gold colored or silver 
colored and not the actual metal. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


VY 


REILLY*s 


ANCHORAGE 
ALASKA 


ANCHORAGE: Reilly’s, Luck of the Irish, probably 
a drink token. White on green plastic, 43mm. 


ANCHORAGE: Community of St. Anthony. Prob- 
ably a Catholic church. Cast base metal, silver colored, 
actual size 74mm! (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


BETHEL: VFW (or possibly UFW), poker chip, gold 
on cream (or dirty white). (submitted by K. Dethridge). 


NOME: H.J. Lyle 1413 Nome Alaska. Jim Reid of the 
Moose in Alaska reports that Lodge 1413 was in Nome 
from 1913 to 1954. In 1909-1912, Harold J. Lyle was a 
student, son of Thomas and Ellen. Social Security death 
index lists one Harold J. Lyle, born in 1904, died 1996 
in Arizona. 
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PRUDHOE BAY: One Billion Barrels Produced, 
Sohio. We have seen this with “Exxon”. Brass, 38mm. 
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SITKA: Anchor Taxi Co., 25¢, Anchor 8 (cab num- 
ber?). Black (or dark blue) on yellow, with red over- 
stamp, 35mm by 47mm total (submitted by Kaye 
Dethridge). 


DAWSON CITY, YUKON: Dawson City Music Fes- 
tival, good for one drink. Black on green plastic, 41mm. 


MAVERICK: Robert Kulevich, First Chance 
Klondyke Saloon, Westville (I failed to record the state). 
5¢ in trade, brass, 24mm. Price realized - $213.50. 


GAMBIER BAY: Hoonah Packing Co., 10¢ in trade. 
Aluminum, 18mm. The first newly discovered token 
since the third edition was published. B-1f. 
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Plus $5 postage 
per order. 


ALASKA 1 
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' Al aske 599 ye) Two Alaska Mint medals dated 2000. One, a salmon, the other a moose. Both 


with the state seal on the reverse. 
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Another Moose. It is not edge marked. It may be Ever- 
green Mint. 


Above, Alaska Mint goldpanner, 1995. 


Above, right, Juneau Moose Lodge #700, 80th Anni- 
versary with Mendenhall Glacier. 


Right, Petersburg Elks Lodge #1615. 
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ALASKA AND YUKON TOKENS NAW BOOK 


We are pleased to announce the arrival of Ron Benice’s 
“Alaska and Yukon Tokens.” They are now in stock 
and available for immediate shipping. All pre-orders 
have been filled, and were mailed the same day as the 
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last issue of the newsletter. If you have not received //V ALASAA 
yours, please let us know. Making tokens from placer gold 
2 


This reference is a must for any collector of Alaska or 
Yukon tokens. It includes many newly discovered to- 
kens since the last edition in 1994. It even includes 
some that were not reported in this newsletter. 


The price is $46, and this includes priority mail ship- 
ping. 


: | | K | . Your editor has finished his second book. While not as 


monumental as his first (Alaska & Yukon Stocks and 
Bonds), I dare say it is more educational. It is by no 
means a text book on minting. It recounts what I have 
done and proves anyone can do it. 


“Striking Gold in Alaska” takes you step by step 
through my exercises in futility to create gold tokens 
struck from placer gold. It includes information that 
has not appeared in the newsletter. 


The book is soft bound, 60 pages, 8.5 by 5.5 inches. 


The price of the book is $12, postpaid. If you have 
purchased a gold token from me, the price is only $6 
postpaid. If you have not already purchased a gold 
token from me, you can still get this discounted price 
by purchasing our Ready Bul- 
lion Creek 1 DWT (only 11 
left) token for $65 plus $3 for 
postage and insurance, a total 
of $74. For another $13, we 
will throw ina copy of “Alaska 
Collector wishes to buy needed Yukon tokens and = & Yukon Stocks and Bonds” 

exonumia. Please advise what you may have an price 
to: Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge P.O., 1201 
Oxford St. W., London, Ontario, Canada N6H 5E1 
or Ibuth@ webmanager.on.ca #10/10 
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